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lower level than the imaginative ones hardly needs to be said, since it is so conclusively indicated by the fact that later writers havo far surpassed Poe in the complexity of this sort of mechanism, and therefore in the apparent miracle of the solution. They come short of Poe only in the original invention of the plot j that is to say, they fail by defects of imagination in the selection, and of artistic power in the grouping, of their facts, for it would be a mistake to suppose that the interest in " The Murders of the Itue Morgue " is simply the puzzle of detection.
The other tales that appeared during this period are, in the "Post," the insignificant "A Succession of Sundays " ("Three Sundays in a Week"), and in "Graham's" "The Descent into the Maelstrom," which is to be classed with the " MS. Found in a Bottle," and is the best of its kind; "The Island of the Fay," the earliest of the simple landscape pieces, and a study, as it proved, for " Eleo-nora;" an arabesque in his old manner, " The Colloquy of Monoa and Una," noticeable as the first open expression of dissatisfaction with, modern institutions; the two inferior sketches, " Never Bet the Devil yonr Head," a satire on tales with a moral, and « Life in Death " (" The Oval Poi^ trait"), a variation of an old theme; and, lastly, tbe fine color study, " The Masque of the Eed Death," in which the plot is managed almost exclusively by merely decorative effects.
